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Tool Tip: Wiki 
Deze Tool Tip is geschreven door Martine Swennen van de
TU Delft, deelnemer van het NAP project, waarin de Tool 
Box ook is gebruikt.
Author: Martine Swennen
Institution: Technical University Delft
Date: 20 February 2008
	About the tool

	Tool Name
	PBwiki

	Summary
	PBwiki is one of the many sites to host wiki pages. 

	Format
	(X) Web-based
 
( ) Download

 ( ) Other

	License
	(X) Free


( ) Shareware

 ( ) License

	URL
	www.pbwiki.com
Last checked on: 20-02-08

	Type
	[ ] Assessment 

[ ] Practice 

 [ ] Reference
Other:  communication and collaboration


	Skill(s) 
	N/A

	Tool Box location
	Master Tool Box – Practice – Integrated Skills


	Using the tool

	Didactic function(s)
	Although wikis are generally known as collaboration tools, the wiki in this course is also used by students to upload their work and for communication between teacher and students and between students. The chat plug-in enables students to talk live to each other, so they can discuss documents they put in the wiki.


	Sample case(s)
	Institution: Technical University Delft
Target groups: students in general English skills classes
Procedure: The wiki is used in an intensive course, where classroom time was limited to 14 instead of 28 hours. The wiki was an integral part of course: students used it every week, either to add to their own page, or to work on common pages.  For instance, students were asked to add to a page listing sign posts in presentations or to upload their recordings to their own page. A wiki is also an ideal tool for rescheduling class sessions or discussing exam dates.


	Link with CEFR?
	N/A

	Learner autonomy
	Learners can use the tool without any help once they have been shown how to create and edit pages.


	Strong and weak points
	+: 

· Easy to use

· Blackboard also has a discussion function, but the use of a wiki especially created for their course can create a sense of involvement

· Active community and regular updates on new features

-: 

· The maximum capacity for a free wiki is only 10Mb

· To “meet” on the wiki students still needed to make appointments

· A new wiki needs to be made for every course, or the password should be changed if you want to use it for a new group, but as courses may overlap, you need at least two wikis.

	Suggestions for use
	· Do not attempt to react on everything you find on the wiki. Stimulate students to react on questions themselves

· Do check the wiki regularly. Although you should get a notification when a page was edited, this does not always work.
· Use the wiki yourself to communicate with your group, especially after the first weeks, as interest may wane.

	Teacher tasks and skills
	Few specialist skills required.

	Technology requirements
	Internet , a headset with a microphone.


	Additional information

	Documents
	N/A

	INTUIT contact
	Martine Swennen (Technical University Delft): m.a.swennen@tudelft.nl
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