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¥l Writing Concise
| Sentences

3 Directions: Rewrite the following sentences in the text-areas provided. When you are finished with each sentence (or, i you
5 wish, wait il you've done them all), click on Grammar's Version, which wil reveal how we might have rewrien the sentence to
5 achieve a more concise statement. If you try to cheat by looking at Grammar's version first, your computer will blow up and your name
S will be published in a lst of ne'er-do-wells on the front page of the New Tork Times. There is, however, no single right answer to these
|77/ ewaites, and f you come p with a clearly improved version, please wite us emal(using the ASK GRAMMAR form on the main page
. ofthis Guide)

T 5 1. At this point in time we can't ascertain the reason as to why the screen door was left open.
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2. My sister, who is employed as a nutritonist at the University of Michigan, recommends the daily intake of megadoses of Vitamin C.
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	About the tool

	Tool Name
	Writing Concise Sentences

	Summary
	Three exercises on rewriting wordy sentences. Information about wordiness is easy to find (link at the bottom of the page).


	Format
	(X) Web-based
 
( ) Download

 ( ) Other

	License
	(X) Free


( ) Shareware

 ( ) License

	URL
	http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/wordy_quiz.htm
Last checked on: 22-02-08

	Type
	[ ] Assessment 

[X] Practice 

 [ ] Reference


	Skill(s) 
	[ ] Reading 
[ ] Listening
  [ ] Speaking
 [X] Writing
[ ] Grammar 
[ ] Pronunciation [ ] Vocabulary 
Other: 

 

	Tool Box location
	Master Tool Box – Practice – Writing – Writing – Style Issues


	Using the tool

	Didactic function(s)
	Make students aware of the issue of wordiness and how it can be remedied.

	Sample case(s)
	I have used this tool in a writing course for PhD students at the James Boswell Institute. I showed students how it works: you are given a wordy sentence, and are asked to first type in your own, concise, version of the given sentence, and then click on the button to get the suggested concise version. Emphasize that the suggested versions are sometimes very concise, and that a less strict version might also be correct. Tell students to check with their teacher when in doubt.

	Link with CEFR?
	None



	Learner autonomy
	This tool can be used autonomously, but some teacher support may be necessary, as the correct versions suggested by the site are sometimes extremely concise. However, the tool is excellent to make students aware of the problem of wordiness.  

	Strong and weak points
	+: 

· Makes students aware of the problem of wordiness
-: 

· Suggested solutions are sometimes too drastic


	Suggestions for use
	Before asking students to work with this site, show them briefly how it works. Don’t be surprised if they have questions about the suggested versions. 


	Teacher tasks and skills
	

	Technology requirements
	Internet


	Additional information

	Documents
	

	INTUIT contact
	Fulco Teunissen (University of Utrecht): f.teunissen@uu.nl
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