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Corpus Concordance Sampler
The Collins WordbanksOnline English corpus is composed of 56 million words of contemporary written and spoken text. To get a flavour of the type of linguistic

data that a corpus lice this can provide, you can type in some simple queries here and get a display of concordance lines from the corpus. The query syntax allows
you to specify word combinations, wildcards, part-of-speech tags, and so on.

Type in your query:

Which sub-corpora should be searched? |

W Britsh books, ephemera, radio, newspapers, magazines (36m words)
¥ American books, ephemera and radio (10m words)
W British transcribed speech (10m words)

To get sample concordances, press this buton: Show Cancs

To set concordance width (in characters), make a selection: - |[100 |

Note that output from this demo facility will be restricted to 40 lines of concordance, each with @ maximum width of 250 characters. The lines to be
displayed will be selected at random.

Collocation Sampler
Type in your word:

Select a significance score to be calculated:
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	About the tool

	Tool Name
	Cobuild Concordance and Collocations Sampler

	Summary
	The Collins WordbanksOnline English corpus is composed of 56 million words of contemporary written and spoken text. The Cobuild Concordance and Collocations Sampler gives students the opportunity to examine this corpus. Students can find out whether a word combination is actually used, but they can also use a tag to look for a type word. For example, they can look up the word ‘research’ and find sentences with that word, but they can also look up ‘verb+research’ and see what verbs usually precede the word research. In addition, there are other codes which make it easy to look for a certain combination of words. Moreover, it is possible to decide in what type of English you want to search: British written English, British spoken  English and American written English.


	Format
	(X) Web-based
 
( ) Download

 ( ) Other

	License
	(X) Free


( ) Shareware

 ( ) License

	URL
	http://www.collins.co.uk/corpus/CorpusSearch.aspx
Last checked on: 25-01-08

	Type
	[ ] Assessment 

[ ] Practice 

 [X] Reference
Other: 


	Skill(s) 
	[ ] Reading 
[ ] Listening
  [ ] Speaking
 [x] Writing
[ ] Grammar 
[ ] Pronunciation [x] Vocabulary 
Other: 

 

	Tool Box location
	Master Tool Box – Reference – Reference Tools


	Using the tool

	Didactic function(s)
	The Cobuild Concordance and Collocations Sampler makes participants more aware of collocations and gives them the opportunity to actually find combinations that they could not come up with themselves. In this way, it helps them increase their saying power. 

	Sample case(s)
	I frequently use this tool in any course that concerns writing, such as the courses English for Academic Purposes and Writing in English for Publication at the James Boswell Institute (University of Utrecht) . It gives students the opportunity to find word combinations that they did not think of themselves, and to check combinations that they did think of. This is a tool that helps them become independent learners; after the course has ended they will still be able to use it to their advantage.  

	Link with CEFR?
	This tool is especially useful for CEFR levels B1 and upwards.

	Learner autonomy
	The Cobuild Concordance and Collocations Sampler is extremely suitable for autonomous use. The only thing the teacher needs to do is show how this Collocation Sampler should be used; once participants have seen that, they are usually capable of working with it themselves, as this tool is fairly self-explanatory.

	Strong and weak points
	+: 

· Leads to autonomous learners

· Easy to use

· Reliable information

· Information is applicable straightaway

· Can differentiate (roughly) between styles

-: 

· Site sometimes not running smoothly

· Few or no results for very specific vocabulary (jargon)

· Not at all visually attractive


	Suggestions for use
	Do frequently show them how to use this tool

Do give them some assignments with this tool

Don’t just tell them about this Collocations Sampler; show them and keep coming back to the site (then they will as well!) 

	Teacher tasks and skills
	Teachers have to find some words that are useful for the students, so that students can make word diagrams with these words in order to practice the use of the Collocations Sampler 

	Technology requirements
	All you need is the internet and a beamer


	Additional information

	Documents
	Some evaluation and instruction materials that may be helpful: 
· Carolyn Samuel, TESL-EJ June 2003: 
      http://tesl-ej.org/ej25/m2.html
· James Thomas, A Ten-step Introduction to Concordancing through the Collins Cobuild Corpus Concordance Sampler: http://www.fi.muni.cz/~thomas/CCS   


	INTUIT contact
	Fulco Teunissen (University of Utrecht): f.teunissen@uu.nl
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