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	About the tool

	Tool Name
	AWL (Academic Word List) Highlighter and AWL Gapmaker

	Summary
	The words in the Academic Word List (AWL) have been selected from over 400 written academic texts covering 28 different subject areas from 4 disciplines: arts, commerce, law and science. As a result, the 570 words on the Academic Word List are valuable for all students preparing for academic study. The words are divided into 10 sub lists according to frequency. Sub list 1 has the most frequent; Sub list 10 has less frequent words. For our purposes and level we will use Sub lists 1-7.

Quoted from: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/index.htm
This site will help you expand your academic vocabulary using the Academic Word List (the AWL). All students, home students and overseas students, need to learn the technical vocabulary of their field. As learners of English preparing for academic study you also need to learn general academic vocabulary, words such as: feature, illustrate, regulate, strategy. This core academic vocabulary is used by writers in many different subject areas. Learning vocabulary from the AWL will help you improve your comprehension of academic texts. It will also help you write assignments in an academic style.



	Format
	(X) Web-based
 
( ) Download

 ( ) Other

	License
	(X) Free


( ) Shareware

 ( ) License

	URL
	http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/index.htm
Last checked on: 21-01-08



	Type
	[ ] Assessment 

[X] Practice 

 [ ] Reference

Other: Awareness

	Skill(s) 
	[ ] Reading 
[ ] Listening
  [ ] Speaking
 [X] Writing
[ ] Grammar 
[ ] Pronunciation [X] Vocabulary 
Other:  

	Tool Box location
	Master Tool Box - Practice - Vocabulary - Academic Word List – The Academic Word List (AWL)


	Using the tool

	Didactic function(s)
	The AWL mainly intends to make students aware of the vocabulary used in an academic context. It can be used to highlight the use of academic vocabulary in their own writing and they can also use the highlighter to point out academic vocabulary in texts they have to read within their field of study.

	Sample case(s)
	The AWL Higlighter and gapmaker were used at the University of Tilburg for the Pre-Master students at the Faculty of Arts. The course is called Wetenschappelijk rapporteren en argumenteren in het Engels. 
Students will be assigned to read and study 1 or 2 texts per week (taken from content courses). These texts will be run through the AWL Highlighter and the vocabulary belonging to the Academic Word List will be highlighted. Students should focus on the vocabulary that they do not know. Suggestions on how to study and what to do are given. Each week the texts (or parts of the texts) will be transformed into a gap fill exercise for students to practice with. At the end of the course, students will be tested by taking short parts from the selected texts, presented as a gap fill.

	Link with CEFR?
	It should be possible to relate the 10 AWL sub lists to the CEFR. As far as we know this has not been done yet. 


	Learner autonomy
	Learner autonomy is absolutely applicable for this tool.

To start with the students should be told how to use the highlighter and the sub lists. Once they understand the value, it can be used totally independently. Instructions for independent use are given in the Tool Box

	Strong and weak points
	+: 
· Works as an awareness process concerning

           - What kind of register academic words belong to

           - Recognition of academic vocabulary

           - Lack of use in their own papers

· The program is very user friendly

-:
· Sublists are given without translation or dictionary explanation.

· Time consuming to use for testing purposes

· Sub lists cannot be used independently (you cannot use sub list 10 without also using 1-9)



	Suggestions for use
	Do’s and Don’ts

The texts that are used should not be too long (repetition of words used)



	Teacher tasks and skills
	Teachers have to find suitable texts (not too long) to use as example texts. 

If vocabulary also needs to be tested, you will need to do this in a context and not in translation word lists

	Technology requirements
	Internet


	
Additional information

	Documents
	In the Language Tool Box, students can find instructions on how to use the AWL Highlighter

Documents added are:

Student instruction for the pilot (2006): http://www.intuitproject.nl/uploads/media/Lesbrief_pilotAWL_UvT.doc
Evaluation of the pilot (2006): http://www.intuitproject.nl/uploads/media/evaluatieverslag_pilot_AWL_01.doc



	INTUIT contact
	Riet Bettonviel (University of Tilburg): m.a.bettonviel@uvt.nl 
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Introduction

This site will help you expand your academic vocabulary using the Acadermic Word List (the AWL). All students, home students and overseas
students, need to learn the technical vocabulary of their field. As leamers of English preparing for academic study you also need to learn general
academic vocabulary, words such as: feature, illustrate, regulate, strategy. This core acadernic vocabulary is Used by writers in many different
subject areas. Learning vocabulary from the AWL will help you improve your comprehension of acadeic texts. Itwill also help you write
assignments in an acadernic style

Of course the basic vocabulary of English is also important for acadernic leamers. To check if you knowthis basic vocabulary, look at

How can you use the AWL?

You can try learning some words from the list every day, but it is better to study the words in cortext, so that you understand how they are used. To
quickly and easily identify words from the AWL in a text, use This prograr will show the acadermic words in bold. For
example:

Data was collected by the International Labour Office on hourly rates of pay n fifty different occupations, and on consumer prices for
a sample of household items in about 100 countries. After analysis, it was shown that the worth of an hour's work, in terms of
purchasing power, varied considerably from one country to another

You can use the to create tests for yourself. This program will replace words from the AWL with a gap. Try to fill the gaps, then
check your work by using the highlighted text. In this way you can expand your core acadermic vocabulary.

Background






